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Commissioner for Patents 
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Dear Sir: 

In compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the art listed and identified on the attached 
Form PTO-1449 is being submitted herewith for consideration by the Examiner. A 
copy of each of the listed references is included herewith. 

It is Applicant's opinion that the claims presently on file patentably distinguish 
the present invention from each of these references. The above references are being 
cited only in the interests of candor and without any admission that they constitute 
statutory prior art or contain matter which anticipates the invention or which would 
render the same obvious, either singly or in combination, to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art. 
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No fee is believed to be due because this statement and enclosures are being 
filed together with the initial patent application. The Commissioner is authorized to 
charge any additional fees, which may be required, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0476. 
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(248) 223-9500 



Date: January 8, 2004 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 



r 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



APPLIED FOR 



HEREWITH 



MICHAEL WEISS 



WET 01 22 PUS 



^ Sheet 11 



Attorney Docket Number 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns. Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 70fknomi> 




AA 


us " 6,007,420 


12-28-1999 


Harm et al. 






AB 


us_ 2002/0166407 


11-14-2002 


Germuth-Loffler et al. 








us- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












US- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 6 


Country Code 3 'Number 4 "Kind Code 5 (//known) 




AC 


DE 29802 












AD 


WO 01/28842 

































































Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 





l_/>/-\IVUm l_i \ . Illiuai II ltn,ll<in<l< vuiijiu^ivu, nnwuiwi wi nwi »w ■ wwi w. ■ ■ • w ...... .... — - — — — ' — " — — — 2 

considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). For 
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and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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